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Parts of the Essay 

Broken Down  

(see pages 23-24 of the Writing Packet) 
 

Introductory Paragraph: Hook, GDT (Gen. Discussion of Topic), Thesis 
1. HOOK: This grabs the reader’s attention. It can be a question, a brief story, a startling 

statistic, an interesting fact, or an appropriate and related quote. The most effective ones 

combine several of these. It must be in 3
rd

 Person Only, on topic, and several sentences. 

a. (Hook) “We easily forgive [others] those faults that do not affect us 

ourselves.” Why is that? 

2. GENERAL DISCUSSION OF TOPIC: Here you expand your hook by getting more 

into your topic. You need to look at both sides of an issue, the opinions people might 

have on the issue or topic, or just some general information about the topic. This part 

must connect to the hook and logically lead up to the thesis. It should not use any of the 

key points in your thesis, will be several sentences long, and is in 3
rd

 Person Only! 

a. (GDT) Often people can get so angry with another person due to their 

behavior and/or statements because that frustrating behavior 

resembles something that they do not like within themselves. Whereas 

dealing with true friends, people overlook each others’ imperfections 

because they value the special relationship they share together. 

3. THESIS: This is the sentence that tells the reader what your paper will discuss. It is the 

last sentence of your introductory paragraph, it must have three or more specific points, 

and the points must be specific yet broad enough to be developed into the connected 

individual body paragraphs. Use this three part FORMULA: (1) (state the topic or key 

part of the question)  (2) BECAUSE OF  (3) __________, __________, and 

__________. Put your 3 main points (the 3 body paragraph topics to develop) in the 

blanks. 

a. (Thesis) My friends are the most important aspect of my life because 

they give me undying support, share common interests, and keep me 

forever laughing. 
 

The Three Body Paragraphs: (Need--TS, 1
st
 Pt., Ex., 2

nd
 Pt., Ex., CS--

and may include a third point and example or more) 
1. TOPIC SENTENCE—This has 4 parts: it must begin with a “transition,” be a complete 

sentence that identifies the topic (one of the points from your thesis), relate to the overall 

topic of the paper, and has either the number of things or the specific ideas you will 

discuss in the paragraph about that specific point you made in the thesis. THIS MUST 

INCLUDE A REWORDING/REFERENCE TO THE MAIN TOPIC OF THE PAPER 
(THE FOCUS)! Do not use the exact same words for you point from the thesis 

2. FIRST POINT—This comes from the topic sentence; it is an elaboration of it; it specifically 

breaks down and supports the topic; it’s the first idea you want to develop; a statement that 

relates to and defines your topic sentence. It has 3 parts: a transition, clearly identifies one of 

the specific points you will make/show/prove, and a rewording of the point in the (TS).  

3. SUPPORT—This is a detail, a support, or explanation that elaborates on the point you just 

made. It is two or more sentences long: the first sentence must explain/show your point; the 

remaining sentences must give specific details that tie back to your point and the main topic 

of the paper. You must clearly show what you mean and connect  back to the main topic. 



Name:__________________________________ Date:________________ Period:_____ 

Created by Scott Victor Page 2 Last revised: 1/5/2015 

4. SECOND POINT—This is the second point that extends and continues to define, support, 

and explain your topic sentence.  Again It has 3 parts: a transition, clearly identifies one of 

the specific points you will make/show/prove, and a rewording of the point in the (TS). 

5. SUPPORT—Again this is a supporting detail that gives the example, explanation of your 

point. It is two or more sentences long: the first sentence must explain/show your point; the 

remaining sentences must give specific details that tie back to your point and the main topic 

of the paper. You must clearly show what you mean and connect  back to the main topic. 

6.   CONCLUDING SENTENCE—This sentence has 3 parts: it begins with a transition, 

summarizes the point of your paragraph, and connects the paragraph back to the main topic of 

your entire paper without using the exact same words in the TS. It must begin with a 

transition to alert the reader you are done making your points and it MUST INCLUDE A 

REWORDING/REFERENCE TO THE MAIN TOPIC OF THE PAPER (THE FOCUS)! 
 

 

The Concluding Paragraph: RT (restated thesis), Summary, Clincher 
1. Restate thesis in new words (this has three parts: it begins with a transition, it restates the 

thesis in new words/same order, and includes the main topic). 

  a. (RT) In conclusion, knowing that I can always count on my friends, that we 

    have very similar traits, and they constantly keep me in stitches make my  

    friends the quintessential element in my daily life. 
 

2. Summarize the main points of the paper (this is an overall opinion on the topic or the overall 

point you’re trying to make in a couple of sentences—look for ideas that will drive your 

point on the topic home—answer: “What is it that I want the reader to understand?”).  

  a. (Summary) Life is filled with ups and downs, failures and victories,  

      surprises and expectations. Living would take on the sense of ordinary if  

      all those experiences were had without someone to share them with. 
 

3. End with a Clincher statement, a comment, idea, observation, quote, or question that leaves 

the reader with something to think about. Do Not Repeat Your Hook! THIS IS IN 3
rd

 

PERSON ONLY and must reach out to all people!  
 a. (Clincher) “If you want to win friends, make it a point to remember them.  

     If you remember my name, you pay me a subtle compliment; you indicate  

     that I have made an impression on you. Remember my name and you add  

     to my feeling of importance.” 
 

Transition Order to usage for the three body paragraphs: (See pg. 38) 
BODY ¶ ONE  BODY ¶ TWO   BODY ¶ THREE 

 

(TS) To begin with,  (TS) In addition,  (TS) Last, 

            Next,                  Finally, 

            Besides . . . ,      

     (1
st
 Pt.) First,    (1

st
 Pt.) To start with,   (1

st
 Pt.) One, 

 

     (2
nd

 Pt.) Second,    (2
nd

 Pt.) Similarly,   (2
nd

 Pt.) Two, 

        Moreover,      Furthermore,     Likewise, 

        Likewise,           

 (CS) Therefore, Thus, Consequently, In short, To sum up, All in all, 
 

  *(Do not use the same CS transitions for each body paragraph, use 3 different ones)* 

Show  a 

similarity 

Transitions 

that show a 

Contrast 

are: However, 

On the other 

hand, In 

contrast, 

Nevertheless, 

Nonetheless, 

Conversely, In 

opposition, 

Unlike, 

Notwithstand-

ing, etc. 

*TS/CS Rule: if your TS is general (doesn’t state the  ¶’s 2 pts.) then your CS is specific (states the ¶’s 2 pts.)* 

Vary the 

TS and 

CS usage: 

Gen/Spec, 

Spec/Gen, 

Gen/Spec 
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HOOK: Everyone has something in their life that they value, but what is that they hold near and dear?____ 

GDT: For some people it’s money or material objects. Others that education and success is more admired._ 
 

THESIS: ___Personally, my family is the most important thing to me because they support, entertain, and provide me 

with what I cannot do without. 
 

 1
st
 Thesis Pt.   1

st
 Pt.  First,   2 Sup’s 

(use transitions for your Pt.’s and CS) 

(TS) 

 

         

     2
nd

 Pt.  Second,   2 Sup’s 

 

 

(CS)____Therefore_________________, 

(use transitions for your Pt.’s and CS)     

 2
nd

 Thesis Pt.    1
st
 Pt.  To start with,   2 Sup’s 

(TS) 

 

     

 

     2
nd

 Pt.  Moreover,   2 Sup’s 

 

    

 

(CS)____In short__________________, 

(use transitions in your Pt.’s and CS) 

 3
rd

 Thesis Pt.    1
st
 Pt.  One,    2 Sup’s 

(TS) 

 

 

     

     2
nd

 Pt.  Two,    2 Sup’s 

         

(CS)____All in all_______________, 

 

Finally,  

(Transition) 
there is an assortment of 

techniques that my parents 

utilize to perform the key duty 

of supplying me with what I 

need. 

To Begin with, 
(Tranisition) 
my family is quintessential to 

me because they are the 

people I can count on in an 

array of ways. 

Next,        

 (Transition)    
my family is imperative to me 

because they amuse me when 

we ridicule about situations 

and take me to exciting 

places. 

When I struggle 

with my home-

work, my sister 

helps me. 

 

My mother helps 

cheer me up when I 

am depressed. 

 

Joking around 

with my family 

makes me happy 

 

My family takes 

me on exciting 

trips for fun. 

 

my mother  uses 

her time to go  buy 

necessary items for 

my survival. 
 

My father works 

hard to bring in 

money for us. 

 

I couldn’t come up with what to write 

for the dropout essay, she was there. 

 

My sister offered many suggestions 

which gave me info to write about. 

 

She was there for me when my grey  

and white rabbit died. 

 

My mom pulled me close, hugged me, 

wiped my tears, and gave advice. 

 

We all try to pull pranks on each other 

to make life a little lighter. 

 

My sister tried to convince me and my 

brother to smell her rancid feet.  

 

He is an engineer and referees part 

time to bring in a good income. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He works both day and night to help 

pay for what we need. 

 

One summer we traveled to France 

and were amazed. 

 

There we saw the Eiffel Tower, the 

Louvre, and spectacular scenery. 

 

My mom buys the items we need to be 

healthy, clothed, and clean. 

 

With food, clothing, and other 

products, I am healthy and sanitary. 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________________________ Period: ____________________ 
Main Topic: One thing important to me? 
 

Don’t forget to put your RT, Summary, 

& Clincher on the back side of the pre-

writing sheet! 
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Critical for Survival 

 

 (Hook) Everyone has something or someone that plays a crucial part in their lives, but what is it that people hold 

near and dear to their hearts? (GDT) For some, money or other material items are what they classify as the most prominent 

objects in life. Others feel that education and personal success are what need to be taken into account. (Thesis) Personally, my 

family is the most important thing to me because they support, entertain, and provide me with what I cannot do without.  

 (TS) To begin with, my family is quintessential to me because they are the people I can count on in an array of 

ways. (1
st
 Pt.) First, when I require assistance with my schoolwork because I cannot think of any ideas of what to write for 

English class, my sister is vital to encouraging me by helping me complete the assignment. (Sup) When I could not ponder 

what to author my final paragraph on for my essay on why teens drop out of school, my older sister promoted me to finish the 

task by offering suggestions. Since I was extremely discouraged to write an essay consisting of five paragraphs on my first 

attempt, I began to weep with tears running down my cheeks, but my sister reassured me that essays are similar to composing 

single paragraphs and told me to do the last paragraph on how children leave school because of teen pregnancy. Because she 

aided me by performing that noteworthy act, I was able to conclude the work and received an exceptional score. (2
nd

 Pt.) 

Second, by contributing to my cheerfulness when I am depressed, my mother is substantial to maintaining my mental well-

being. (Sup) Upon the death of our white and gray rabbit, Maxine, my mother comforted me as I was sobbing hysterically of 

grief and sorrow. She reached out, pulled me into a tight hug, and whispered words of sympathy as my salty tears soaked into 

her shirt, reminding me that my hamster, Caramel, was still alive. She made me accept that it could be expected since she was 

old for a rabbit and was in a better place because she might have been suffering of old age while she was living. My mother is 

absolutely essential for my continuation because she keeps me going morally and knows how to satisfy me no matter how 

down I am. (CS) Therefore, my family is the most influential thing in my entire existence because they take care of me with 

my education and emotionally.   

 (TS) In addition, my family is imperative to me because they amuse me when we ridicule about situations and take 

me to exciting places. (1
st
 Pt.) To start with, my family and I frequently joke with each other in an enjoyable, slightly 

deranged, method, which plays the fundamental function of keeping me jubilant. (Sup) For example, one night before we were 

all about to go to sleep, my sister was attempting to force my brother, mother, and I to sniff her intoxicating feet by lifting one 

foot up to our noses. We pushed her away and started laughing while imagining that if any human being were to inhale the 

smell of her horrible feet, they would immediately keel over to the ground, dead. My sister has the remarkable ability to 

always invent original, occasionally repulsive, ways to make me giggle and brighten this dreary existence because otherwise, I 

would be incredibly disgruntled. (2
nd

 Pt.) Furthermore, I cannot live without my family because my parents guide my siblings 

and I to fabulous locations where we all have a fantastic time together. (Sup) During the summer vacation, we traveled to 

France to visit our relatives and witness all the spectacular sites. We flew for fourteen hours on an airplane over the Pacific 

Ocean to reach our destination, and when we finally arrived, we went to acquaint with our aunt and cousins, ascend the 

seemingly limitless steps of the Eiffel Tower to look out at the beautiful city below, and gaze at the numerous portraits in the 

glass, pyramid-shaped Louvre Museum. Although it was rather pricey, my parents made the crucial decision to reserve two 

weeks out of their hectic livelihoods to take my brother, sister, and I on the most thrilling adventure of our lives for our 

enjoyment. (CS) Thus, my family is obligatory for my pleasure because they keep me in high sprits by countless means.  

 (TS) Finally, there is an assortment of techniques that my parents utilize to perform the key duty of supplying me 

with what I need. (1
st
 Pt.) One, my mother mainly uses her time to go shopping to purchase necessary items for my continued 

subsistence. (Sup) In the morning while my siblings and I are attending school, my mom drives to a local grocery store in her 

light green mini van to acquire food, clothes, and various cleanliness products. She skims the aisles tossing things such as 

cereal, waffles, bagels, shirts, pants, socks, shampoo, conditioner, and soap into her cart before checking out at the cash 

register and strolling outside to the parking lot to maneuver the car back to our house. Due to her concern, I have the ability to 

wear clothes to protect me against the elements, eat food and drink liquids so that I will not starve or become dehydrated, and 

wash my hair and body so that I will feel and be sanitary. I would not be able to survive devoid of her obtaining all that I 

necessitate for the basic standards of living. (2
nd

 Pt.) Two, my father plays the considerable role of carrying out employment to 

be paid money for my family and I to reside contentedly. (Sup) He is an accomplished civil engineer and additionally referees 

soccer games nearly every night to earn money for us to live comfortably. Every morning, he drives off to the city of Rancho 

Cordova, California to exert procedures such as supervising traffic and giving people the permission to execute any type of 

construction project to collect currency before returning home at around five o’clock at night. In the evening, he departs to the 

soccer stadium to call fouls, goals, and out-of-bounds between two opposing teams while they are kicking, dribbling, passing, 

and shooting a ball to make relatively twenty dollars per game. Since he usually referees at least three matches, most of the 

time my dad does not return home until late at night after a lengthy day of labor. During my childhood he is the person who is 

the central source of mandatory finances to pay for the house, car, and electricity, as these are the objects that I require for 

primary survival. (CS) In short, my parents make available to me the foremost substances that I am incapable of going on 

without by procuring indispensable products and implementing a prosperous occupation.  

(RT) In conclusion, my direct family is the most important group of people to me because they persuade me to 

continue with kind remarks when I am in need of bolstering, know precisely how to make me carefree, and my parents make a 

solid effort to endow all that is compulsory for me in life. (Summary) During periods of joyousness, anguish, success, and 

failure, a person will look to a favored object or familiar people to be there for them. These things or individuals are valuable 

to the person by ensuring their welfare in reality. (Clincher) In times of hardship and trouble, who or what is it that a person 

depends on for condolence?   

 

Yasmine Bouzid 

3/11/07 

Period A 

 

This is an example of what a good essay looks like with the correct 3 parts of the introduction, 6 parts of the 

body paragraphs, and 3 parts of the concluding paragraph. Although there are errors, it was an A, so try to 

model your paper after this one and maybe even better to get paid for your excellent work! 
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Group 4  

1/9/03  

D Period 

 

What’s Important- 

Family 
(Hook) Which is the object, idea, or person most hold dear in their life? 

     (G.D.T) What is important to other people may not be as important to others. 

     Some may think it is family, sports, or other important parts in life. (Thesis) My family is 

important to me because of their love, protection and respect for one another. 

 

 

 

(TS) Family is important to me because they make love more meaningful. (1
st
 pt) First, 

my parents give me the love and care I need as I’m growing older. (ex.) They give me the support I 

need emotionally. Also, they give me guidance and discipline to help me succeed in life. (2
nd

 pt.) 

Second, on the other hand, my brother and sister are always there by my side to cheer me up . 

(ex.) They always help me when I am feeling angry or sad . They are also there during the good 

times we have. (CS) So, family is important because of the love and support they give through my 

growing years. 

 

 

 

(TS) In addition, family provides physical and emotional protection. (1
st
 pt.) One, the 

mere presence of family members are important because they make me feel protected. (Ex.) Hugs 

and kisses make me feel great and very much protected. The reassuring affection helps me over 

come my fear. (2
nd

 pt.) Two, words of encouragement given by family members also help. (Ex.) It 

makes me feel very special. Also it helps me develop a positive attitude in life. (CS) Therefore, 

family members help me by providing me protection and words of encouragement to help me 

succeed in the future. 

 

 

 

(TS) Finally, family is preservation is very important. (1
st
 pt.) First, in some families a 

loss of one family member, such as divorce or a sibling moves away can be devastating to the 

whole family. (ex) If a mother and father decide to get a divorce, this has an effect on the whole 

family, which can lead to unhappy children. (2
nd

 pt) Second, divorce and or death in the family 

can led to insecurity throughout the family. (ex) I t can effect financial and emotional status of the 

family and make them uncertain about the future. (CS) In short, the preservation of ones family is 

important so that no one would have to go through such hard times. 

 

 

 

(RT) In conclusion, love protection an respect for one another is the major points why 

family is important. (Summary) Love, protection, respect, and family preservation are what make 

a family stick together. (Clincher)  Hopefully everyone learned something about why family is 

important. Now, take a look at your own life and see what is important to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work on the title & make it general to all 

people. What is so important about family? 

Replace with 

“some” 
Replace family with friends” 

to keep your point fresh 

Fix paragraph 

spacing 

To begin with, 
How? Show this and be specific. Why 2 transitions? 

Where’s 

the main 

topic? 

How do you show protection in 

your 1
st
 example? Focus on the 

point you are trying to make. 

Show how special and positive attitude. 

Use specific examples for both. 

Where’s 

Important? 

Where are you personally in these 

points and how do they address 

“preservation?” Use 1
st
 person. 

Where are your personal 

examples for both points and 

the main topic? 

How 

does 

this 

sum up 

the ¶? 
Does this restate 

the thesis in new 

words? 

Does this highlight the best points 

and summarize the essay? Good try. 
This insults the reader. 

Don’t write this. 

No 2nd 

person. 

Make 

general to 

all people. P: You have a good start with your 1
st
 two main points and the structure down. 

Q: Can you provide specific situations/references to your own life to spruce up all your 

examples in this essay? Where are the 4 parts in your TS sentences? 

P: Put the main topic in your 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 topic sentences, get specific and stay on one clear 

topic in all your examples, clearly showing why your family is important to you, and rework 

your entire concluding paragraph. Make sure everything you say answers “Why is your 

family important?” Make one CLEAR point in each example. 

Expand  

all your 

examples  
4 parts 

of the 

TS? 

TS/CS 

Rule 

for all? 

Vary your word 

choice throughout 

this essay 

Where do you 

tie everything 

back to  why 

Important? 

Notice the 

Q has  

more ?’s 

and the P 

needs at 

least five 

comments 
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Zoe Chillings  

Period C 

1/22/12 

A Circus Miracle 
 

  (Hook) “Accept the things to which fate binds you, and love the people with whom fate 

brings you to, but do so with all your heart.” (G.D.T) So the main reason in the, "Luckiest Time of All" by 

Lucille Clifton. During this story of her experiences of meeting her husband in the course of an accident at 

a " circus." (Thesis) Seeing throughout her actions in the story, the critic becomes aware that Elzie is a 

sweet, sneaky, and adventurous girl. 

 

 

  (TS) To begin with, after every thing she has been through, she still likes to be 

enchanting to the people around her. (1st Pt.) First, Elzie's understandings to still feel bad for the dog even 

though she is the one who threw it by accident and ruined the show. (Ex.) Elzie shows her concern saying, 

''' I stopped then and walked slow and shy to where he had picked up that poor dog to see if [it] was 

hurt.’”Even though she was getting rushed by it she wanted to verify if it wasn't hurt or if she had damaged 

the dancing dog. She's one of those people that even though she did something mean she will regret it or 

fell bad about doing it. (2nd Pt.) Second, Elzie cares for her family and will help them if anything happens 

in their life. (Ex.) Mrs. Pickens is a kind-hearted woman  who is extremely nice to her great-

 granddaughter. For example, "'[w]hile we was viewin' it all we come up on this dancin' dog. Cutest thing 

in the world next to you. Sweet Tee . . ."' In other words, Elzie likes to have complimentary conversations 

and help Tee, telling her she is adorable. (CS) On the other hand, Elzie is an remarkable caring and loving 

person who supports greatly about others. 

 
 

  (TS) In addition, Elzie likes to do her own things her way and sneak around anytime she 

feels the need to. (1st Pt.) To start with, she likes to get up and do her own thing, her own way. (Ex.) Elzie 

'"[d]idn't say nothing to nobody but one another. Just i[ and decided to do it . . ."' 

They didn't tell anyone where her and her friend Ovella were leaving for the Silas Greene show. They just 

got up and basically left their house to go join this circus. (2nd Pt.) Similarly, Elzie checks her boundaries 

on which the dog was charging after her causing eruption to the dancin' dogs performance. (Ex.) She 

thought to herself, "' I felt myself slowin' down after a while and I thought I would turn around a little bit to 

see how much gain that cute little dog was makin' on me . . ."' That caused this scene after she threw her 

lucky stone at the dog and hit it right smack on the nose. So it started to chase after her, but she still liked to 

make sure where the dog was when she was running away and also to check if the poor dog was okay. (CS) 

In contrast, because she does things her way, doesn't mean it is the fun way.  

 

  (TS) Finally, as Elzie talks to Tee about her fascinating story, she reveals that she loves to 

explore around when she leaves for the Silas Greene show and see that dancing dog. (1st Pt.) One, when 

Elzie is in deep laughter it leads her to trouble that she would've never expected. (Ex.) As Elzie 

is experiencing one of the most funniest thing right in front of her, "' [m]e and Ovella was caught up too 

and laughin' . . ."' The dog starts to take after her and she notices that, "' [a]ll people wee laughin' at the new 

show, which was us . . . "' Now a guy named Amos comes to help Elzie and she knows that this guy would 

be her husband. (2nd Pt.) Two, Elzie and Ovella's decision to go to the Silas Greene show was a great risk 

but a good chance to get out and explore. (Ex.)As Elzie said, "' [n]othing wrong at home or nothing we just 

wanted to see the world and have high times . . ."' Which they wanted to go out and have an adventure with 

their friends. They left and had an amazing journey which that led to her meeting her new husband and 

them having each other for the rest of their life. (CS) However, Elzie is a character who strives for the 

bests, works the hardest, and works the most. 

 
  

  (RT) In conclusion, Elzie Pickens is a woman who is a very kind, devious, and courageous. 

(Summary) Everyone on this planet has a variety of characteristics that they have and some they can do 

without. We all are just individuals that are young and they don't think about whats going to happen next in 

life. (Clincher) It's not the big things in life, it's the little things that can change your life. 

Tab your name over & align it 

This is a decent 

title 
Nice quote! Is 

your hook more 

than one way? 

I don’t get the thesis 

or connection Good 1
st
 TS; just change the first “she” to Elzie and include reasons 

Remember 

that the intro 

must have 

one central, 

connected 

idea 

Wrong 

transition 

and TS/ 

CS rule? 

Good TS 
Doesn’t address the topic. 3 Parts? 

Okay RT, but great? 

How does 

this PT 

relate to 

the topic? 

3 parts? 

P: Your 1st body paragraph was the best and the essay has potential. Q: What happened with the focus in your 2nd and 3rd body 

paragraphs? P: Make sure that you have the 3 parts of all your PT’s and CS’s, tie your ideas and quotes in better in all your examples, Fix 

your concluding paragraph, correct all CS transitions, and vary your word choice to eliminate repetitiveness with the traits.  

What does 

this Ex. 

have to do 

with the 

topic? 

Does this 

Ex. focus 

on Elzie’s 

traits? 

Summary 

does not 

make 

sense. Fix 

4 parts and TS/CS Rule? 

You need 

to say 

something 

before the 

quote! 

Wrong transition and should state 2 pts. in new words. 

Where are all 3 parts of the GDT? Connected to the hook? 

What does 

your 2nd Pt. 

and Ex. have 

to do with 

Elzie being a 

sneaky 

person? 

TS all 4 parts? 

What 

are 

these 

“it’s?” 

PT all 3 

parts? 

Correct 

punctuation 

PT all 3 

parts? 

Tie 

your 

quote 

in! CS all 3 parts? 

Who is “she?” 

PT all 3 

parts? 

PT all 3 

parts? 

All 3 parts, 

TS/CS rule, 

on topic? 

Not a bad 

Clincher but 

no you’s in 

the paper 

Wrong CS Transition 
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Essay “Must Have” 

Check List 
 

1. _____ Title is interesting, catchy, 3rd person, general to all people, and capitalized 

correctly. 

2. _____ The Hook is interesting, in 3rd person, general to all people, and combines more 

than one way to write a hook. 

3. _____ The GDT is two or more sentences long, follows all parts for the type of writing, is 

general to all people, and is in 3rd person only (exception is a narrative essay). 

4. _____ The Thesis clearly states the specific 3 points you will talk about regarding the 

main topic and uses the thesis formula. 

5. _____ Introduction has one central idea that connects from the Hook, to the GDT, and 

the thesis. 

6. _____ The TS has all 4 parts (transition, point about the topic, the main topic, is general 

or specific), and clearly refers back to the main topic. 

7. _____ PT’s have all 3 parts (transition, point about the paragraph topic in new words, 

the overall main topic in new words). 

8. _____ EX’s have all 3 parts (explain the point, have a concrete detail that proves your 

point, and refers back to the main topic) and is at least two to three sentences long. 

9. _____ CS’s have all 3 parts (transition, the main topic in new words, and the point of the 

paragraph in new words) and is one sentence long. 

10. _____The TS/CS rule is applied (gen/spec, spec/gen, gen/spec  -OR-  spec/gen, gen/spec, 

spec/gen) ****Sentence variety is key for a higher writing score! 

11. _____Your TS’s, PT’s, EX’s, and CS’s all reference the main topic in new words. 

12. _____ TS’s, PT’s, CS’s, and RT all begin with appropriate transitions. 

13. _____ RT has all 3 parts (transition, main topic, and 3 pts. about the main topic in the 

same order but new words). 

14. _____ The Summary effectively drives home the main point of the overall essay. 

15. _____ Clincher is thoughtful, in 3rd person, is general to all people, and really leaves the 

reader with something important to consider/think about. 

16. _____ Word choice is varied, clear, concise, effective—not repetitive. 

17. _____ Few if any errors in punctuation, spelling, capitalization, and word usage. 

18. _____ Uses good sentence variety with proper compound and complex sentences. 

19. _____ Correct use of verb tense in the paper. 

20. _____ Correct person is used throughout with NO YOUS (decide if the topic is to be 

addressed as a 1st or 3rd person essay). 

21. _____ Correct use of spacing, margins, font size, identifiers 

22. _____ Overall clarity of paper, has a solid connectedness and flow, answered the 

question. 

23. _____ Paper was read out loud to find any errors as well as visually checked for errors. 

24. _____ Saved final draft to a flash drive and printed 
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7th Grade Essay Rubric 

Content & Organization 

4 3 2 1 0 

Is the title interesting/clever/unique, connected to the topic, spaced and 

capitalized correctly, in correct person? Is the heading correctly placed, 

spaced, typed, and general to all people? 

 

5pts 

 

 

4pts 

 

3pts 

 

2pts 

 

1pt 

Are the Hook & GDT in 3
rd

 person, general to all people, contain all parts, 

interesting/creative, connected to one another, and lead up to the thesis? 

Do they flow well together or are they choppy and/or disconnected? 

 

9-10pts 

 

 

6-8pts 

 

4-5pts 

 

2-3pts 

 

1pt 

Does the thesis contain the main topic, the three main points, and is one 

sentence long? Is it in the correct person and interesting? 

 

 

5pts 

 

 

4pts 

 

3pts 

 

2pts 

 

1pt 

Do the topic sentences begin with correct transitions, clearly identify the 

topic, make a clear and creative statement about that topic, and have all 

parts?  Are they one sentence? Are they indented? Varied in presentation? 

 

5pts 

 

 

4pts 

 

3pts 

 

2pts 

 

1pt 

Are the point sentences clear and connected to the topic? Do they include all 

parts? Do they begin with an appropriate transition? Are they a single 

sentence? Do they vary the order of the point and topic? 

 

5pts 

 

 

4pts 

 

3pts 

 

2pts 

 

1pt 

Are the supporting sentences relevant, logically connected to each other, and 

on topic?  Do the ideas flow smoothly? Do they include all the example 

parts? Do they assume the reader understands what you mean? 

 

5pts 

 

 

4pts 

 

3pts 

 

2pts 

 

1pt 

Are  the supports/details clear, concise, concrete, thorough, and focused on 

the topic?  Do they show and not tell/explain/prove? Is there enough 

support? Do they tie back? 

 

9-10pts 

 

 

6-8pts 

 

4-5pts 

 

2-3pts 

 

1pt 

Do the paragraphs end in an appropriate concluding sentence that has a 

transition, the main topic, and summarizes the main points in the same order 

and new words? Is it only one sentence? 

 

5pts 

 

 

4pts 

 

3pts 

 

2pts 

 

1pt 

Are the Transition words used appropriately in the essay? Do they connect 

the body paragraphs, points, and concluding statements? 

 

5pts 

 

 

4pts 

 

3pts 

 

2pts 

 

1pt 

Does the Concluding Paragraph have an appropriate RT, Summary, and 

Clincher? Does it effectively leave the reader thinking? Are all parts 

connected and flow together? 

 

9-10pts 

 

 

6-8pts 

 

4-5pts 

 

2-3pts 

 

1pt 

Grammar & Mechanics 4 3 2 1 0 

Is the word choice varied, clear, concise, and effective?  Are the words used 

and spelled correctly?  Are there no contractions? 

 

 

9-10pts 

 

 

6-8pts 

 

4-5pts 

 

2-3pts 

 

1pt 

Are the verbs written in the correct tense with proper agreement?  Does the 

paragraph use the correct person throughout? Are pronouns used correctly in 

the paragraph? 

 

 

5pts 

 

 

4pts 

 

3pts 

 

2pts 

 

1pt 

Is the punctuation, capitalization, font size, margins, and spacing correct and 

appropriate? Are there fragments, comma splices, and/or run-ons?   Are all 

identifiers included and used correctly? 

 

 

9-10pts 

 

 

6-8pts 

 

4-5pts 

 

2-3pts 

 

1pt 

Does the paragraph have a variety of sentence structures (compound, 

complex) and use them correctly? Are there short, choppy sentences?   

 

 

9-10pts 

 

 

6-8pts 

 

4-5pts 

 

2-3pts 

 

1pt 

TOTAL 100 POINTS          ______/100      

 


